
PATARA
THE CAPITAL OF LYCIA

Visiting Hours
April 1-October 1
Opening Time: 08:30
Closing Time: 18:30
Ticket Office Closing Time: 16:45

October 1-April 1
Opening Time: 08:30
Closing Time: 17:30
Ticket Office Closing Time: 17:00

Open everday.

Address: Gelemiş, 07976 Kaş, Antalya • Phone: 0242 843 50 18

Please visit the web site for up-to-date information.

www.turkishmuseums.com

1. 
Ce

m
et

er
y (

Ka
yn

ak
) C

hu
rch

2. 
Gü

nl
ük

 Ce
ra

m
ic 

Ki
ln

s
3. 

Te
pe

cik
 N

ec
ro

po
lis

4. 
Ar

ch
 of

 M
et

tiu
s M

od
es

tu
s

5. 
W

at
er

wa
y T

re
nc

he
s

6. 
Bu

ild
in

g C
om

pl
ex

 o
n T

ep
ec

ik
7. 

Po
rt 

Ch
ur

ch
8. 

Oc
ta

go
n 

Fo
un

ta
in

9. 
Po

rt 
Ba

th
10

.P
ro

sty
le

 Te
m

pl
e

11
.C

ita
de

l C
hu

rch
12

.B
as

ili
ca

13
.Ce

nt
ra

l B
at

h
14

.Sm
al

l B
at

h
15

.Ve
sp

as
ian

us
 B

at
h

16
.Tr

ou
gh

17
.M

ain
 St

re
et

18
.A

go
ra

 W
es

t P
or

tic
o

19
.B

ou
le

te
rio

n
20

.P
ry

ta
ne

io
n

21
.Th

ea
te

r
22

.C
ist

er
n

23
.M

au
so

le
um

24
.Li

gh
th

ou
se

25
.G

ra
na

riu
m

26
.P

se
ud

op
er

ip
te

ra
l T

em
pl

e 
To

m
27

.St
ad

io
n

28
.M

ain
 W

at
er

 R
es

er
vo

ir
29

.Ex
ca

va
tio

n 
Ho

us
e

Ar
ch

aic
 P

er
io

d 
an

d C
la

ss
ica

l A
nt

iq
ui

ty

He
lle

ni
sti

c P
er

io
d

Ro
m

an
 P

er
io

d

Ea
rly

 Ea
ste

rn
 R

om
an

 (B
yz

an
tin

e)
 P

er
io

d

M
id

-E
as

te
rn

 R
om

an
 (B

yz
an

tin
e)

 P
er

io
d GENERAL DIRECTORATE FOR 

CULTURAL ASSETS AND MUSEUMS



Choosing the Teke Peninsula, located in southwestern Türkiye, as their homeland the Lycians created 
a unique culture, changed the course of history with their settlements on these magnificent coasts. 
Patara, one of the most important cities of these lands, called in Egyptian and Hittite sources the “Land 
of Lukka” became the capital of the Lycian League founded in 168 BCE and of the Lycian State founded 
in 43 CE during the Roman Empire Period and the favorite of the whole region with its wealth.

This monument, which can be called the symbol 
of Patara, is dated to the end of the 1st century 
CE. On the Triumphal Arch, 19 meters long and 
10 meters high, there is an inscription in honor of 
the governor of the time and his family. Another 
important feature of Triumphal Arch, which is the 
symbol of the entrance to the city, is that it is an 
important part of the canal system that supplies 
the water needs of Patara.

As evidenced by the finds found, Patara, which was founded 5 thousand years ago, has not lost its importance 
throughout history and, with its port, was the region’s gateway to the Mediterranean for a long time. The port, 
which is one of the constant stops of maritime trade thanks to its location and climatic characteristics, is 
the main reason for the development of Patara. The settlement was formed and flourished around the port.

Patara, which was conquered by Alexander the Great after Persian rule and served as a naval base in the 
following years, lived its heyday in the Roman Period and became one of the episcopal centers of Early 
Christianity. However, it was nature which both flourished Patara once and discredited it through population 
decrease due to epidemics and wars in the following periods. When, in addition to the earthquakes, the 
biggest of which occurred in 1481, the sand carried by the Xanthos or Eşen Stream, as it is now called, 
completely filled the Patara Bay in thousands of years, the city, losing its port, lost its importance and was 
abandoned to its fate.

One of the buildings that most interest visitors to Patara Ruins is the “Granarium”, the Grain Warehouse, which 
was built in Hadrian’s time and is evidence that the grains to be sent from Anatolia to Rome were stored 
here. The “Palace” in the Tepecik Acropolis, the oldest settlement in Patara, the “Parliament Building” where 
the Lycian League meetings were held, the “Theater” for 5,000 people, the “Corinth Temple”, “Vespasian Bath” 
and “Colonnaded Street” are some of the ruins that can be seen in the ancient city some of which got their 
shares from sands.

The settlement most identified with St. Nicholas, 
known as Santa Claus, all over the world, is Demre, 
where he served as a bishop and where his tomb 
and the church bearing his name are located; 
Patara is where St. Nicholas was born and spent 
most of his life. Moreover, St. Paul, who played 
one of the most important roles in the spread of 
Christianity, boarded the ship from here to go to 
Rome. One of the events showing the importance 
of Patara, which was the center of episcopacy in 
the Byzantine Period, is the participation of the 
Bishop of Patara on behalf of Lycia in the Council 
of Nicaea, where decisive decisions were made 
regarding Christianity.

The lighthouse, built at the Patara Harbor by 
Emperor Nero 2,000 years ago, has the title of 
“the oldest lighthouse that has survived to the 
present day”. The lighthouse, which was originally 
12 meters long and has now reached only 4.5 
meters, stands 500 meters inland from the shore, 
as the harbor is filled with sand. The inscription on 
it says that it was built in 64/65 CE for the safety 
of the sailors.
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